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1764 
Sugar Act puts a three-cent tax on foreign refined 
sugar and increased taxes on coffee, indigo, and 
certain kinds of wine. It banned importation of 
rum and French wines. These taxes affected only 
a certain part of the population, but the affected 
merchants were very vocal. Besides, the taxes 
were enacted (or raised) without the consent of 
the colonists. This was one of the first instances 
in which colonists wanted a say in how much they 
were taxed.

November, 1765

First direct British tax on American colonists. 
Instituted in every newspaper, pamphlet, and 
other public and legal document had to have a 
Stamp, or British seal, on it. The Stamp, of course, 
cost money. The colonists didn’t believe they 
should have to pay for something they had been 
doing for free for several years. They responded 
in force, with demonstrations and even with a 
diplomatic body called the Stamp Act Congress, 
which delivered its answer to the Crown. Seeing 
the hostile reaction in the colonies, the British 
government repealed the Stamp Act in March 
1766 but at the same time passed the Declaratory 
Act, which said that Great Britain was superior 
(and boss of) the American colonies “in all cases 
whatsoever.” The Stamp Act gave the colonists a 
target for their rage. Indeed, the Sons of Liberty 
was formed in response to this Act. The Stamp Act 
Congress also gave the colonists a model for the 
Continental Congress. 

1767

A series of laws named for Charles Townshend 
(Townshend Acts).These laws placed new taxes on 
glass, lead, paints, paper, and tea. Colonial reaction 
to these taxes was the same as to the Sugar Act 
and Stamp Act, and Britain eventually repealed all 
the taxes except the one on tea. In response to the  
protests by the American colonists, Great Britain 
sent more troops to the colonies. 

March 5, 1770

Boston Massacre Shooting of five American 
colonists by British troops. One person, an African-
American man named Crispus Attacks, was killed. 
The Boston Massacre deepened American distrust 
of the British military presence in the colonies. 

December 16, 1773

The Boston Tea Party - The Sons of Liberty, 
disguised as Mohawk Native Americans boarded 
three British ships and dumped 342 whole crates 
of British tea into the Boston harbor on December 
16, 1773. Similar incidents occurred in Maryland, 
New York, and New Jersey in the next few months, 
and tea was eventually boycotted in the colonies.

April 18, 1775

Famous silversmith Paul Revere rode through the 
countryside to warn the American colonists that 
the British were coming. He didn’t actually make 
his destination because he was captured by the 
Redcoats, but one of his companions, Dr. Samuel 
Prescott, got the message through. When the 
British arrived, the Americans were prepared.

January 15, 1776

Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense” is published

June 7, 1776

Richard Henry Lee proposes Independence (6/7)

July 4, 1776

Declaration of Independence adopted

August 2, 1776

Declaration of Independence signed

Arrival of 30,000 British troops in New York harbor

March 2, 1781
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The Articles of Confederation are written and 
ratified 

October 19, 1781

Lord Cornwallis is surrounded on land and 
sea by Americans and French and surrenders 
at Yorktown, VA

September 3, 1783

Treaty of Paris is signed

September 17, 1787

United States Constitution is created

June 21, 1788

US Constitution is ratified and officially 
replaces The Articles of Confederation. 

1814

A 35-year-old amateur poet, Francis Scott 
Key writes the “Star Spangled Banner” 
after witnessing the bombardment of Fort 
McHenry by Royal Navy ships in Chesapeake 
Bay during the Battle of Baltimore in the War 
of 1812.

The Founders
What our founders achieved was truly a miracle. Through hard work, 
dedication and prayer, our Founders were able to create a system that 
allowed people to truly be free from the stranglehold of tyranny. It is 
important to remember that our founders truly understood history; 
which is an example we should follow as well. Below you will find 
some quotes, which will allow more insight to what our founders were 
thinking.

“It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great 
nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians; not on 
religions, but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For this very reason 
peoples of other faiths have been afforded asylum, prosperity, and 
freedom of worship here.” - Patrick Henry

“Americans have the right and advantage of being armed - unlike the 
citizens of other countries whose governments are afraid to trust the 
people with arms.” - James Madison

“He that lives upon hope will die fasting” Benjamin Franklin

“The government is best which governs least”- Thomas Jefferson

“WHEREAS it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence 
of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and 
humbly to implore His protection and favour” - George Washignton

“It is the mutual duty of all to practice Christian forbearance, love, and 
charity toward each other.” -James Madison

“Content makes poor men rich; discontentment makes rich men 
poor.” - Benjamin Franklin

“ Proclaim liberty throughout the land and to all the inhabitants 
thereof” - Inscription on the Liberty Bell in Philedelphia taken from 
Leviticus 25:10
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•	 The U.S. Constitution has 4,400 words. It is the 
oldest and the shortest written constitution of 
any government in the world. 

•	 Of the Founding Fathers who became president, 
only George Washington did not go to college. 
John Adams graduated from Harvard, James 
Madison graduated from Princeton, and Thomas 
Jefferson attended the College of William and Mary. 

•	 George Washington is the only US President 
who refused to accept pay for being President. 

•	 Thomas Jefferson did not sign the Constitution. 
He was in France during the convention, where 
he served as the U.S. minister. 

•	 The oldest person to sign the Constitution 
was Benjamin Franklin (81). The youngest was 
Jonathan Dayton of New Jersey (26). 

•	 George Washington and James Madison were 
the only presidents who signed the Constitution. 

•	 The word “democracy” does not appear 
once in the Constitution. This is why we are a 
representative republic. 

•	 Four of the signers of the Constitution were 
born in Ireland. 

•	 Although Benjamin Franklin’s mind remained 
active, his body was deteriorating. He was in 
constant pain because of gout and having a 
stone in his bladder, and he could barely walk. 
He would enter the convention hall in a sedan 
chair carried by four prisoners from the Walnut 
Street jail in Philadelphia. 

•	 John Hancock signed his name largely on the 
Declaration of of Independence very clearly 
so that King George could read it without his 
glasses.

•	 The first time the formal term “The United States 
of America” was used was in the Declaration of 
Independence. 

•	 It took one hundred days to actually “frame” 
the Constitution. 

•	 The Constitution has only been changed 
seventeen times since 1791.

•	 Vermont ratified the Constitution on January 10, 
1791, even though it had not yet become a state. 

•	 The first president of the United States was John 
Hanson, under the Articles of Confederation. 
George Washington was the first president 
under the U.S. Constitution.

•	 Benjamin Franklin died on April 17, 1790, at the 
age of 84. The 20,000 mourners at his funeral 
on April 21, 1790, constituted the largest public 
gathering up to that time.

•	 John Adams was the only president to be 
the father of a future president (John Quincy 
Adams) until George W. Bush became president 
in 2000, making George Bush Sr. the second 
president to have a son also be a president.

•	 Thomas Jefferson was also the first President 
to grow tomatoes in North America.
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•	 James Madison proposed that congressional 
pay would be determined by the average price 
of wheat during the previous six years of a 
congressional session.

•	 President James Monroe also died on July 4, 
1831 — five years after Thomas Jefferson and 
John Adams.

•	 George Washington gave the shortest 
inauguration speech in American history on 
March 4, 1793. It was only 133 words long. 
William Henry Harrison gave the longest at 
8,443 words on March 4, 1841 on a cold and 
blustery day in Washington, D.C.. He died one 
month later of a severe cold.

•	 The true definite meaning of the “Founding 
Fathers” title came from Senator Warren G. 
Harding during his 1916 Republican National 
Convention.



OUR MISSION: to teach 
the words and ideas 
of our founding fathers 
in order to promote 
the preservation of 
liberty and prevent the 
advancement of tyranny.


